
THE DAF HAKASHRUS is a publication of the UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA, Eleven Broadway, New York, NY 10004 19

A rumor recently circulated
that many eggs are no longer
kosher.  In the opinion of the
OU, there is no substance to
these concerns. The follow-
ing is a synopsis of the issues
surrounding this matter.

The Torah lists 24 forbidden
species of fowl and all other

birds are considered to be kosher. [Nonetheless, due to the diffi-
culty in identifying the non-kosher species, Rema Y.D. 82:3 rules
that one may only eat those birds that have an established meso-
rah as being from a kosher species]. The Talmud (Chullin 59a
and 65a) enumerates a number of specific characteristics to dis-
tinguish permitted and forbidden birds – the most crucial of
which is that a dores, a predatory species of fowl, is not kosher.
The Talmud clarifies that one characteristic of a dores is that it
perches with two fingers on each side of the perch as opposed to
kosher birds that place three fingers on one side of the perch and
one on the other side. These rulings are codified in Shulchan
Aruch Y.D. 82:1-2.

A number of years ago, the issue was raised in Israel that the
White Leghorn breed of chicken – commonly used for egg lay-
ing – appears to perch in the 2-2 formation, which would seem
to indicate that it is not kosher. The claim was made that
although White Leghorns have been accepted as kosher for
decades, breeding and genetic modification have effectively con-
verted White Leghorns into a non-kosher breed.  If this was true,
the eggs laid by White Leghorns would also be non-kosher (see
Shulchan Aruch Y.D. 86:1).     

At the time, the issue was researched by the Badatz of the Eidah
HaChareidus of Yerushalayim, in consultation with a Rabbinic
expert in this issue, Rabbi C.Y. Cohen, and they concluded that
there was no concern for the following reason. 

As a rule, White Leghorns perch in the 3-1 formation and only
resort to the 2-2 formation while in the process of settling onto a
new perch or when they are forced to perch on a slippery stick,
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crooked branch etc.  The White Leghorn seemed to be uncom-
fortable and unsettled in the 2-2 formation which indicates that
this position is unnatural and temporary.  Similar patterns were
observed in pigeons that are kosher birds that haven't been affect-
ed by genetic modification.  In contrast, the researchers found that
non-kosher birds regularly choose to perch in the 2-2 formation
and seem quite comfortable and settled in that position.  Based on
this, the Badatz concluded that White Leghorns are considered to
be a species that perches in the 3-1 formation and there is there-
fore no question that White Leghorns – and the eggs that come
from them – are kosher.

Rumors about this issue resurfaced during the past few weeks.  In
response, a number of Israeli Rabbis involved in the original dis-
cussion issued letters confirming their decision that White
Leghorns are a kosher species.  An excerpt from one such letter,
written by Rav Meir Brandsdorfer Shlita, a Dayan at the Badatz of
the Edah HaChareidus, is reprinted below:

In conclusion, a number of years ago the issue was raised as to
whether White Leghorn chickens are kosher.  At the time it was
unanimously decided that those chickens, and the eggs laid by
them, are kosher.  As such, the OU Poskim agree that there is no
substance to the recent rumors that the common White Leghorn
chicken eggs are non-kosher.  In fact, they are 100% kosher.
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EGGS FROM WHITE
LEGHORN CHICKENS
ARE KOSHER
B Y: R A B B I  E L I M E L E C H  L E B OW I T Z

RC-Egg industry

There is no substance to the 
recent rumors that the common

White Leghorn chicken eggs 
are non-kosher.

In fact, they are 100% kosher.

The Daf HaKashrus wishes you a  jna ohrup!
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I made a great find while delivering my
Shabbos afternoon shiur in ihkuj ,fxn
.vwwe ;s. We came across a piece of 
gemora that did not seem to have any 
relevant application. 

trnj rc tkj wt,kn tvk wtbt :ktuna rnt
hr, vhxfb rhhx vuv - tct ukhts wtct hcdk
tbnhz tsj tkt tbrhhx tk tbtu wtnuhc hbnz
Shmuel said, “With respect to this matter I
am like vinegar which has fermented from

wine compared to my father. For my father would scrutinize his
property twice daily while I only scrutinize once a day.”

Neither I nor members of my shiur own fields. Still I searched for
a kfav rxun that we could derive from this discussion. I suggest-
ed to my shiur, “Perhaps there is a lesson here about the impor-
tance of being cautious”.   

I read further: tnuh kf vhxfb rhhxs itn :ktuna rnts wvhngyk ktuna
trh,xt jfan. Shmuel was consistent with his own view, for
Shmuel said, “One who scrutinizes his property each day, will find
an astira.” (An astira is a coin. Rashi explains that by inspecting
the property one avoids potential financial loss, which is tanta-
mount to finding money.)

I floated another idea. “I also think
this teaches us to be consistent day
after day.” In truth, I felt like vgrp
listening to the unsatisfying inter-
pretations of his dreams by his
advisors. My suggestions didn’t
click, and I was just groping in 
the dark. 

I read on and suddenly the words of the gemora came to life.
rns hrh,xt hbv kf uvbhb tfhv :rnt wtnuh kf vhxfb rhhx vuv hxt cr.
?ktuna Rav Assi would scrutinize his property each day. (Not find-
ing any irregularity, he posed the following question.) He said,
“Where are all those astiras that the master Shmuel spoke of?”

My mind raced back some 18 years ago. I was a young Rabbi in
Edison, New Jersey, and was partially responsible for the local
Kashrus. Each evening I would make my rounds and inspect the
stores, after having spent a long day at the OU office in
Manhattan. That particular evening I walked into the pizza shop
and dutifully checked the ingredients. Everything was the same
as it had always been before. The cholov yisrael cheese was neat-
ly stacked in the cooler, and the vegetable oil, pickles and pizza
sauce all bore the necessary symbols. It was not the first time that
the thought crossed my mind. “Do I really have to visit so often
and check so carefully. I’ve been here hundreds of times and
nothing has ever changed. No doubt the next hundred inspec-
tions will be just as unproductive. Would the community not be
better served if I spent my time in a more constructive fashion?”

Had I remembered the gemora at that time, I would have 
asked Rav Assi’s question. It captured perfectly the way I felt.
?ktuna rns hrh,xt hbv kf uvbhb tfhv

To my surprise, when I entered the stock room I found an irreg-
ularity. Nothing significant, but still a matter for concern. A num-
ber 10 can had no label. I questioned the owner.

“What’s in this unlabelled can?” 

“Oh, just peas,” he responded. 

“Okay, please open the can.”

SO WHERE 
ARE ALL THOSE
ASTIRAS?
A Mashgiach’s Inspiration

B Y  R A B B I  YA A KOV  LU BA N
Executive Rabbinic Coordinator

It was plums. Apparently, he thought I wouldn’t approve the
plums, so he had removed the label. Typically, one buys an entire
case, and I was surprised that I could not find the other cans. The
owner had an office across the street, and I decided to check there.
Under the stairwell I noticed bags of garbage and upon investiga-
tion I discovered empty boxes of treife cheese. How the owner
snuck the treife cheese into the store is another story, but it was a
major scandal. Boruch Hashem, through siyata dishmaya this ter-
rible situation came to an end.

I learned a powerful lesson. Never take things for granted. The 
end of the gemora captures this thought beautifully. tnuh
wvudc vhc,ut vhfrf wvhnhkdk vhkea wvhgrtc tescs trubhm tzj sj
.ktuna rns hr,xht uvkufk uvbh,jfat wvurfx habht u,t tke tnr 
One day Rav Assi saw a stream of water pouring forth onto his prop-
erty from a crack in an irrigation canal. He took his cloak, rolled it
up and placed it in the crack. He then shouted for help and people
came and repaired the crack. Rav Assi then proclaimed, “I have
found all the astiras of the master, Shmuel!” 

In essence, the relevant point of this gemora is that there are many
areas in life where one must be vigilant. Human nature is such
that we tend to be lulled into a false sense of security when things
remain status quo over an extended period of time. In reality
though, one never knows when situations will suddenly change.
This is true with respect to property management (the case of the
gemora), raising and being mechanech children, and even main-
taining national security against terrorist attacks (the buzz word
today is “vigilance”). But when I read the gemora, it hit home for
me with respect to Kashrus supervision. 

In every field of human endeavor there are ,ubuhxb. Being an RC or
RFR has its own trials and tribulations. The gemora in Chullin
reminds us not to fall into one of the pitfalls of our profession. It’s
easy to lose passion and enthusiasm when dealing with the same
account for months and years, and never coming across a real
problem. It’s tempting, as a Mashgiach, to say hbv kf uvbhb tfhv
ktuna rns hrh,xt after having made one hundred inspections and
finding everything in order. But on those rare occasions that we
discover irregularities and successfully avert a ohcrs kuafn, we are
reminded how important it is to always be vigilant. We might even
repeat the relevant words of Rav Assi: uvkufk uvbh,jfat 
!ktuna rns hr,xht 

...oukak oftuc
to Rabbi Joseph Singer who is a musmach of RIETS with a
MA from Brandeis University and who has served in pulpits
in Malden, MA and Washington Heights, NY. We wish Rabbi
Singer much success in filling the role of “Webbe Rebbe”,
begun by the late Rabbi Zyshe Heschel Z’l, as 
he responds by email to Kashruth questions posed to the 
from around the globe.

U

It’s easy to lose passion and enthusiasm
when dealing with the same account for

months and years, and never coming 
across a real problem.
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KASHRUTH advisory
All RATNER’S SOUPS produced by King Kold Frozen Foods,
Chicago, IL are certified kosher pareve by the OU. “Chicken
broth” was inadvertently listed on the ingredient panel instead of
“imitation chicken broth”. The products are, in fact, pareve.

The following HANSEN'S NATURAL JUNIOR JUICE box
drinks are certified by the OU. Apple Berry, Apple Grape, Apple
Juice, Fruit Punch, Mixed Fruit, Orange Twist and White Grape.
The Apple Grape and White Grape products contain OU
approved Kosher white grape concentrate. The at present is
not included in the graphics on some of the above individual box
drinks. However, the letters OU can be found video jetted as part
of the production code on top of the container where it says "Best
when used by...". The can be found on the J. Board of the 12
pack (i.e. display board in the form of the letter "J"). When new
packaging is fully developed the logo will be placed on all of
the above individual box drinks. Some new packaging already
exists bearing the logo.U

U

U
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KEEBLER COMPANY CHOCOLATE GRAHAM PIE
CRUST produced by Keebler Company, Elmhurst, IL is certi-
fied , but the dairy designation has been inadvertently omit-
ted. Corrective action is being taken. Please be advised, however,
that the regular unflavored Graham Pie Crusts from Keebler
bearing the are indeed pareve.

CPR NON-DAIRY CREAMER (packet) produced by CPR
Holdings/Diplomat Coffee, Orlando, FL is certified as but
the halachic dairy designation has been inadvertently omitted.
Corrective action is being taken.

ENTENMANN’S INC. (George Weston Bakeries) Devil’s Food
Cake Cookies produced by Entenmann’s Inc., Totowa, NJ is not
certified as kosher and does not bear the  symbol. Entenmann’s
Devil’s Food Cake continues to be certified and bears the .
Consumers should always check for the symbol and not rely
on brand recognition.

VITARROZ RICE & CHEDDAR BROCCOLI produced by
Vitarroz Corp., Jersey City, NJ is certified as but the dairy
designation has been inadvertently omitted. Future packaging
will be revised.

MRS. SMITH’S BLUEBERRY CRISP, APPLE CRISP,
STRAWBERRY CRISP produced by MSB, LLC, Suwanee, GA
are certified as but the dairy designation has been inadver-
tently omitted. Packaging has been revised.
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KASHRUTH alert!

our devoted RC, RABBI AVROHOM GORDIMER AND HIS
WIFE on the birth and Bris of their son Yosef Eliyahu.

our dedicated RFR in Santa Barbara, CA RABBI YOSEF
LOSCHAK AND HIS WIFE on the engagement of their daugh-
ter Shterna to Rabbi Zalman Kudan of Albany, NY.

our devoted RFR in Lakewood, NJ RABBI REUVEN
KRUPENIA AND HIS WIFE on the birth of their daughter
Esther.

our devoted secretary FRAIDA BAILA THURM on her engage-
ment to Ezra Rahbaran from Baltimore, MD.

our conscientious RC RABBI DAVID GORELIK, HIS WIFE
AND FAMILY on the Bar Mitzvah of their son Eliezer Tuvia.

our dedicated Rabbinic Coordinator RABBI HERBERT
FRISCH AND HIS WIFE on the engagement of their daughter
Sharon to Prof. Richard (Yerachmiel HaKohen) Buck of
Baltimore, MD.

our dedicated RFR in Louisville, KY RABBI AVROHOM
LITVIN AND HIS WIFE on the birth of their daughter Rivkah
Esther.

our devoted RFR in Syracuse, NY RABBI EVAN SHORE AND
HIS WIFE on the engagement of their son Dov to Becca
Goodman of Yerushalayim.

MAZAL TOV TO ...

CONDOLENCES TO...
our devoted Rabbinic Coordinator RABBI SHMUEL
SINGER AND FAMILY on the recent loss of his father Mr.
Joseph Singer Z’l of Bronx, NY.

our dedicated Rabbinic Coordinator RABBI DOVID
ROCKOVE AND FAMILY on the recent loss of his mother
Mrs. Evelyn Rockove O’h of Detroit/Jerusalem, Israel.

◆ ohkaurhu iuhm hkct rta lu,c of,t ojbh ouenv ◆

THE OU’S NEW “KOSHER
STANDARD” VIDEO

The Orthodox Union has recently complet-
ed a new video presentation, “The Kosher
Standard”. This video is an overview of
kosher related procedures and require-
ments as well as an outline of a basic man-
agement structure that will enhance the
kosher program. 

This video is a companion piece to “The
Kosher Video”, which was sent to cer-
tified companies a few years ago. “The
Kosher Video” explains the meaning of
Kosher, while “The Kosher Standard” is 
a presentation of kosher requirements
and management techniques.

In the next few weeks, the video will be
sent to the corporate contact of all OU
companies. 

Both videos are perfect for in-house
training seminars, and we hope that

the companies will show the videos to as wide an audience as 
possible. 

If you, as an RFR, would like to deliver an in-house kosher 
seminar for companies that you visit, you may wish to develop
your presentation around one or both videos. Please be in touch
with your RC to discuss further, and we will be happy to send you
copies of the video as needed. 

U



TWO special not-to-be-
missed programs!

THE TWO TYPES OF MESORAH       
Rabbi Menachem Genack

HOW IS POLICY ESTABLISHED?
THE KASHRUS OF THE BISON - A Case Study      

Rabbi Dovid Cohen

THE MESORAH OF KOSHER BIRDS & ANIMALS -    
An Overview of General Principles

Rabbi Herschel Schachter

ANIMALS AND CHAGAVIM - Present Day Issues     
Rabbi Dr. Ari Zivotofsky

THE STORY BEHIND OUR UNIQUE
COLLECTION OF BIRD MESORAS

Dr. Ari Greenspan

LIVE DEMONSTRATION OF BIRDS WITH 
VARIOUS DEGREES OF MESORAH 

The Holy Kurkevan & Zefek
Rabbi Chaim Loike

NIKUR, RABBINIC ERROR AND HERESY          
Prof. Shnayer Leiman

ANOMALIES OF SIMONEI KASHRUTH
IN ANIMALS

Rabbi Zushe Blech

THE MESORAH OF NIKUR
An Overview - Rabbi Yehuda Kravitz

Nikur Achorayim - Rabbi Yisroel Belsky

Nikur "Hands On" Practicum - Rabbi Tzvi Ashkenasy

POLICY ON THE MESORAH
OF BIRDS AND ANIMALS

QUESTION & ANSWER SESSION
Rabbi Yisroel Belsky 
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ASK
THE MESORAH 

OF KOSHER 
BIRDS AND ANIMALS

Join us at Lander College for Men
75-31 150TH St., Kew Gardens Hills, NY

For a One Day Conference
Sunday, May 2, 2004  9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Registration is from 9:00-10:00 am 
The Conference begins promptly at 9:15 am
Free Admission - For Men and Women

GREETINGS 
Rabbi Kenneth Auman 

Host Rabbi 

USING GRAPE JUICE FOR THE FOUR KOSOS
Rabbi Menachem Genack

OU Rabbinic Administrator

GRAPE JUICE FROM CONCENTRATE - 
ITS BEROCHO AND USE 

FOR KIDDUSH & THE FOUR KOSOS
Rabbi Yisroel Belsky

OU Posek

IS GRAPE JUICE CONSIDERED WINE?
Rabbi Zevulun Charlop

Menahel - Yeshivas Rabbeinu Yitzchak Elchonon

NON-MEVUSHAL WINE IN HALACHA
Rabbi Herschel Schachter 

OU Posek

A HALACHIC DISCUSSION
OF VARIOUS GRAPE PRODUCTS

Rabbi Dovid Cohen 
OU Rabbinic Coordinator

PRACTICAL LESSONS
IN KOSHER WINE PRODUCTION 

Mr. Philip Herzog 
Vice President - Royal Wine Corp. (Kedem)

A  SEMINAR ON GRAPE
JUICE & WINE

A discussion of contemporary Halachic Issues

Join us at Young Israel of Flatbush
1012 Ave. I  (Corner Coney Island Ave.) Brklyn, NY

Sunday morning March 14
10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Seating begins at 9:30 am -
The Seminar begins promptly at 10:00 am

Free Admission - For Men and Women
Mincha - 1:00 pm
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For information on both of these programs, 

call Rabbi Yosef Grossman Director ASK
at 212-613-8212

Fax: 212-613-0621    Email: grossman@ou.org
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